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Quick Hits

Time to
work off
winter
pounds

By Alan Madlane
After a long winter in

your mukluks, it's time
to dust off those running
shoes again.

In fact, you don’t even
have to run to participate
meaningfully in the latest
5K event — you can merely
jog. Or, walk, speedwalk,
crawl; well, you get the
idea.

It all takes place on Sa-
turday, May 18, from 9:30
a.m. until noon, rain or shi-
ne.

It's actually the 15th an-
nual Hamtramck Health
Hike, and it’s being put on,
once again, by the Hamtra-
mck Drug Free Community
Coalition (HDFCC), itself
a subsidiary program of
the Piast Institute here in
town.

The course for the run
both begins, and ends,
at Zussman Park, right in
front of City Hall at 3401
Evaline. All ages are welco-
me to attend and partici-
pate, and it is free to either
run, or simply watch others
do so.

A fun perk is in store for
the first 400 people to re-
gister and attend, where a
limited number of prizes

await, including T-shirts,
lunches, ice cream, and
more.

There will be face pain-
ting, henna tattoos, and
then a photo booth to pre-
serve that new, er, hip look
for the ages; also, an infla-
table slide, entertainment
— it all adds up to what
should be a fun, well-atten-
ded day.

And for a good cause -
being, to help folks get in
touch with the inner most-
healthy selves.

HDFCC Director Shan-
non Schafer said, “We're
grateful for the support
of our community leaders
and partners in making
this event possible.

“Together, we're wor-
king to promote healthy Ii-
festyles, and prevent subs-
tance abuse disorders
among our youth.”

The HDFCC was founded
in 2007. Check out their
website for more details.
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Future of school district

superintendent is still unknown

By Charles Sercombe

Did Hamtramck Public
Schools Superintendent
Jaleelah Ahmed return to
her job this week?

That was the week’s
burning question.

According to sources,
Ahmed was expected to
return from her paid me-
dical leave this week, af-
ter having been on it for
the past two months.

The Review reached out
to Interim Superintendent
Michael Williamson as to
whether he knows when
— or even if — Ahmed will
return, but he did not res-
pond to an email.

Neither Ahmed nor sc-
hool board president Ji-
han Aiyash responded to
an email.

Toni Coral, President of
the Hamtramck Federa-
tion of Teachers, said she
was not aware of Ahmed
returning.

Ahmed took a leave af-
ter getting a poor work
performance review by
the board of education
last February. The board
did not say why they gave
Ahmed a poor review.

This is the second me-
dical leave Ahmed has ta-

ken since becoming supe-
rintendent in 2019.

In October of 2022, Ah-
med took her first paid
medical leave, citing pres-
sure from dealing with the
covid pandemic.

That leave turned into
a paid suspension that
lasted until January of
2023, when the board not
only brought her back, but
also gave her a salary rai-
se and extended her cont-
ract.

It was never explained
by the board why Ahmed
was suspended, other
than to say there was
an ongoing investigation.
The board never explai-
ned the nature of the in-
vestigation.

During that suspension,
Ahmed filed a federal
lawsuit against some sc-
hool board members, clai-
ming discrimination, while
suing the teachers’ union
for allegedly trying to get
her fired.

Ahmed’s tenure has
been rocky. A number
of veteran teachers and
staff members resigned
during her time as supe-
rintendent, saying that Ah-
med and some of her ad-

HPS officials are not saying what the status is
about whether Superintendent Jaleelah Ahmed has
returned to work from her paid two-month medical
leave. In the meantime, there is still an interim su-
perintendent working for the district.

ministrators had created

a “toxic” work environ-
ment.
Several of those for-

mer staff members sub-
sequently filed lawsuits
against the district, which
are still pending — as is
Ahmed’s.

On top of that, the sc-
hool board has become
increasingly divided over
a number of issues, and
one boardmember, Regan
Watson, has not attended
a meeting for about a year

since her fellow board
members removed her as
treasurer.

The board itself stru-
ggled last year to even
hold their state-mandated
monthly meetings. Du-
ring last year, the board
did not hold its monthly
meeting in three separate
months.

The board was schedu-
led, this month, to hold its
regular monthly meeting
on Thursday, after The Re-
view went press.

Rapper puts a humorous spin
in his music

By Alan Madlane
Hamtramck can be said

to have been inspiration to

any number of musicians,

filmmakers, = comedians
and more.

Films like “Hoffa,” “Po-
lish Wedding,” “Vamps,”

“Whip It,” “Detroit,” and
“No Sudden Move” were
all filmed, at least partial-
ly, here. The list of mu-
sicians, actors and comics
who've played in, or even
originated from, venues in
this area is far, far too long
to go into here.

Jacob Plante is a fellow
with quite a history, inclu-
ding, full disclosure here,
a small shared one with
yours truly, on a Detroit
stage production a decade
or so back.

It's gratifying, then,
to see Plante making a
bit of noise on, perhaps

unexpectedly, the hip-hop
circuit, armed with a debut
song he hopes will beco-
me a city staple, “The Kos-
her Pepperoni.”

Originally from Midland,
Plante is also a long-time
Hamtramckan and a bit of
a journeyman and person-
of-all-trades, as so many
artistic people are somew-
hat forced to be, or simply
become over time.

He’s collected a few col-
lege degrees along the
way, including a bachelor’s
degree in theater from the
University of Detroit-Mercy,
as well as twin master’s
degrees: a masters in
marketing, from Yeshiva
University in New York City,
and a masters in fine arts,
in creative writing, from
Concordia University in St.
Paul.

That’s impressive in

Rapper Jacob Plante is a former Hamtramck resident
who specializes in making humorous rap tunes with

a Jewish edge.

and of itself, but he’s also
a published author, with
poetry and fiction books
available on Amazon; an
actor who'’s appeared on
the Amazon Prime show
“A Billion to One”; and

a stand-up comic who’s
played Mark Ridley's Co-

medy Castle.
He's a native son who
recently landed in Oak

Park, and he found that
Continued on page 2

Pride flag
fight seeks
support

By Charles Sercombe

It's flag season in Ham-
tramck.

Last week, the city once
again raised flags on the
18 flagpoles on Jos. Cam-
pau, between Caniff and
Carpenter.

And once again, the city
is displaying only the Ame-
rican flag.

But two former members
of the city's Human Rela-
tions Commission want
the city to also go back to
displaying the flags of tho-
se countries from which
Hamtramckans originally
came.

Catrina Stackpoole and
Russ Gordon are hosting a
GoFundMe to raise money
for the legal fees for their
lawsuit against the city.
Their campaign is called
“Celebrate all of us. Raise

all the flags.”
Both were removed from
the Commission after

defying a city council reso-
lution last year banning the
display of pride flags, as
well as international flags,
on city property.

They were protesting the
city council’s decision to al-
low only the American flag,
the city and state flags and
the prisoner of war flag to
be displayed on public pro-
perty.

Stackpoole and Gordon
raised a pride flag on one
flagpole on a Sunday after-
noon, which was removed
by the city about an hour
after it went up.

That council resolution
came after heated debate
in the community over the
display of a pride flag on a
Jos. Campau flagpole ear-
lier last year.

Those opposed to the
display of a pride flag ob-
jected on moral and reli-
gious grounds. The issue
attracted substantial me-
dia attention, here and na-
tionally.

Both Stackpoole and
Gordon were subsequently
fired, by Mayor Amer Gha-
lib and city council, from
their unpaid positions on
the commission for their
act of defiance.

Up until then, Gordon vo-
lunteered to collect dona-
tions for the flags, and put
them up each year, for no
charge to the city.

Stackpoole and Gordon
are saying the mayor’s and

Continued on page 2

Beer,

Authentic Polish Food

BANQUET HALL 2934 Yemans » Hamtramck ¢ 313-873-8432
and CATERING www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

Enjoy Our Polish Classics:

Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogis,
Crepes, Potato Pancakes, 4
City Chicken, Pork Chops, & |

Vegetarian Plates and

Homemade Soups:
Dill Pickle & Cabbage.

Don’t forget to try our
homemade sausage.
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It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community
Celebrating 101 Years of

Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church

Phone (313) 874-2100

Rapper puts a humorous spin in his music

Continued from front page

his natural comedic pat-
ter translated to filling up
comedic hip hop beats, all
with a Jewish twist of hu-
mor. Perhaps something
of a hip hop Weird Al? Only
“The Kosher Pepperoni”
knows.

We caught up with the
busy Plante to get the
lowdown on his music
career.

Review: What inspired
you to rap?

Plante: When | started
going to school at Univer-
sity of Detroit-Mercy, my
friends from Detroit got me
into freestyle and taught

would sit on the porches at
parties and pass the mic
and have so much fun.

That, and while Sublime,
Matisyahu, Dirty Heads,
Reggae, Alternative Rock,
and Punk are my favorite
genres, l've also always
had in my collection of
tunes Beastie Boys and
other groups.

I've been playing guitar
since middle school, and
what inspired me to do hip
hop was, as a writer, | love
word play, simile, metap-
hor, all within the confines
of creating a unique rhyme
schematic.

And trying to do all that

ling is oh so joyous fun.
Also, as a single dad and
starving artist, Hip Hop is
the most economically fea-
sible music to make. All
you need is a beat and a
voice.

Review: Are people get-
ting the humor in your
rap?

Plante: Yes, and from
what | gather most of them
love it, I'm making rap like
2% milk, wholesome, and
it's fun and silly, even in
the nitty gritty Motor City.

Review: Where do you
perform?

Friday, April 26, 2024

hout the Metro D, and |
have some concerts on
the horizon this summer
- if people sign up for my
email list on my websi-
te, they will be the first to
know, and (will) get special
VIP perks.

Review: Any plans to
tour?

Plante: Possibly, after
metro Detroit this summer,
I'm looking at performing
in Chicago, St. Louis, St.
Paul; Midland; and a few
other spots where | like to
chill the most.

You can contact Plante at
jacob.d.plante@gmail.com.

Sunday, April 28,
Holy Mass 9:00 am
Fifth Sunday in Easter

me how to bust a flow, we on the spot, while free sty-

Plante: | perform throug-

April 30 — Solemnity of St. Joseph
the Workman Holy Mass 7 pm

May 1 — Holy Mass 9 am
May Devotions with Eucharistic
Procession 7 pm

May 3 — Solemnity of Finding the
Cross Holy Mass 9am

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck ¢ Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

HAIR

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Best quality for the
best prices.

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau ° Hamtramck.
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

PAIR

313-875-8972 '

Pride flag

council’s action is uncons-
titutional, and that the
city’s decision was based
on religious beliefs.

The mayor and council
are all Muslim, and cur-
rently all-male. They justi-
fied their ban as a way for
the city to remain “neutral”
in the debate of pride fla-
gs, as well as other poten-
tially controversial ones.

On the fundraising
site for Stackpoole and
Gordon, they say:

“One of Hamtramck's
greatest strengths is its
unique diverse population,
from all over the United
States and the world. In
recent years, as Hamtra-
mck's population shifted
from mostly eastern Euro-
pean immigrants to inclu-

Hanl'éy Intel;natio;@_l ;-

W

* Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade
* English Language Learner Program

* Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

» Opportunities for parent involvement

including ESL classes

ﬁght Seeks support Continued from front page

de folks from Asia, Africa
and the Middle East, we
have enjoyed great food
and culture and made new
friends.”

It continues:

“Sadly, in 2023, Ham-
tramck's new Mayor and
Council decided to reverse
all our hard work to make
Hamtramck a welcoming
city. The Council, with the
Mayor's approval, passed
a resolution prohibiting

flying the pride flag on city
property.

“We believe this law is
both unconstitutional and
goes against the spirit and
intent of the flag project
on Joseph Campau, that
was meant to celebrate
our diversity, recognize
the beauty of our different
backgrounds and make
everyone feel welcome
and included here in Ham-
tramck.”

They hope to raise at le-
ast $5,000. You can find
the site by going to gofund-
me.com and searching for
“Raise all the flags.”

Currently, depositions for
the lawsuits are being con-
ducted.

The city has, for now, ta-
ken over the purchasing,
maintenance, and raising
of the flags.
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“The NicestP
e Heat & Water
Included

¢ 24 Hour Security

e Individual Kitchens
® Income Based Rent

[ace in Town”
e Recreation Area
e On Site Mai
e Exercise Ro

e Air Conditioned
e Library

Hamtramek
SeniorPlaza

A HUD High
Performer

Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis

of race, color, religion, na-
2620 Holbrook St  Hamtramek  (313) 873-1818 -z v
or familial status

Dan_Grajek:

Hitting the road was
just what this Metro Detroit author

This week at the Library . ..

Wednesdays.

at the library.
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Educating your child
like our own!

* Before/after school program

* Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

» GSRP Preschool Program for 4 year olds

* High performing academic
achievement

2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck

Call 313-875-8888

Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

did. Criss-crossing the country multi-
ple times by way of hitchhiking, these
experiences served him well creative-
ly, eventually leading him to develop
his two novels, “The Last Hobo” and
more recently “Moon People”. Catch
an exciting chat with the wandering
wordsmith that is Dan Grajek on Fri-
day, April 26th at 6 pm.

Big Library Read is making a come-
back. There is a new title to talk
about “Wild New World” by Dan Flo-
res. Chronicling the widespread
changes to ecology following humani-
ty’s entry into Americas, borrow a
digital audiobook or ebook copy of
this award-winning new release at
www.biglibraryread.com and be a part
of the chats when they go live May 9-
23rd.

Library Garden Volunteers: Call-
ing all volunteers with green thumbs.
Plan for this year’s community garden
are on the way. The new project coor-
dinator is looking for some helping
hands. If you are looking for a patch
of land to work your magic, sign up
for a plot or two. Stop by the front
desk and register.

Story Time: Get you kids together
and drop in on our Monday afternoon
Story Time at 3:45 pm and Wednes-
day Story Time at 12:00 noon. The
programs are presented by guest read-
ers from Hamtramck Federation of
Teachers.

Game Night: We are moving to

something fun each Wednesday at 4
pm. Stop by and let us know that you
have come to play. Everyone is invit-
ed.

Exercise in the Library: Adaptive
Yoga is back on Tuesdays at 2:30 pm
and Tai Chi on Fridays at 10 am.
These beginner friendly, weekly exer-
cise sessions are sponsored by the
RIM Foundation. Please wear comfy
shoes and stretchy clothing for maxi-
mum enjoyment.

NERF Games: Experience the NERF
energy boost on Wednesday, May
15th at 5 pm with team based NERF
blaster madness. We move the furni-
ture out of the way, set up obstacles
for cover, and let the foam darts fly.
A summertime favorite, get an carly
taste now and be sure to come back
when we do it all again during our
Summer Reading Program.

Birthdays: Children’s authors who
would be celebrating birthdays were
they still with us today are Maud Hart
Lovelace (B. April 25, 1892) and Lud-
wig Bemelmans (b. April 27, 1898).
The Betsy-Tacy book series grew out
of the true life experiences of Hart
Lovelace, the stories and characters
maturing with each book. While not
as well known today as they were in
the past the Betsy Tacy books make
for a good read (as do others by Hart
Lovelace). However, we are sure that
many of us are familiar with some of
Bemelmans’s writings.

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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Look at the bigger
picture about bike lanes

The concept of bike la-
nes in Hamtramck con-
tinues to spur debate.

Recently, one Re-
view reader offered a
comment that got us
scratching our heads.

The reader said that,
when immigrants come
to this country, they not
only want to own a cair,
but also they will refuse
to give up their auto.

That is a curious thing
to say, considering that
no one is demanding
car owners give up their
cars. Where did that no-
tion come from?

The reader also said
that it's “artsy” types
who want, and will use,
bike lanes. Hmmm.
That one is a brain twis-
ter. It never occurred to
us that only “artsy” peo-
ple — whoever they are
- like to ride bikes.

From what we have
witnessed, all types of

folks ride bikes.

Others have sugges-
ted that very few resi-
dents ride bikes. Again,
how does anyone know
this?

The bike lane in Ham-
tramck was only ins-
talled this year, right
before cold weather set-
tled in, and even then,
some portion of that
was completed in col-
der weather, when few
would be out riding bi-
kes.

This outlook misses
the bigger picture about
bike lanes here in town.
They are part of a 27-
mile path that will link
up Hamtramck with Det-
roit, Dearborn and High-
land Park.

The thinking is, this
will attract folks from
outside the city to
explore our town. And
hopefully, this will result
in a positives economic

impact for local busi-
nesses.

Seriously, what is all
the fuss about?

Do bike lanes really
inconvenience anyone?

One can still drive
their car and park in
the street. Bike lanes
are not here to replace
autos, although it would
be nice if the region had
a real public transporta-
tion system that actual-
ly works - instead of the
present broken bus sys-
tem - to help reduce our
dependency on autos.

Promoting bike travel
is also a health mes-
sage to folks to get out
and exercise more, ins-
tead of motoring around
constantly.

Get back on a bike
some time - you mig-
ht even find that biking
brings out the happy,
carefree kid in you once
more.

Other Voices: Guest Editorial

A caring community project

By Greg Kowalski

| get a lot of credit for
founding the Hamtramck
Historical Museum. Too
much, really, because |
didn't found the mu-
seum. No one person
could accomplish so-
mething that complica-
ted.

In fact, the museum
has been a collective
community project from
the start and a variety of
people have played a role
in its creation and growth.
They rarely get the credit
they deserve, and | have
embarked on an ongoing
project to highlight them
in this newsletter.

This time around | must
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ask Marcus Colona to
take a big bow. Marcus
is a professional archi-
tect who actually has
designed museums. For
years he has been wor-
king largely behind the
scenes helping design
the Hamtramck Historical
Museum in a variety of
whys ranging from floor
space layout to complex
structural improvements.

This is highly specia-
lized work that frankly is
not cheap. Yet Marcus
has done his tremendous
work on a volunteer ba-
sis. | don't know how we
could have achieved what
we have done without his
services. But | do know
that we would not be ne-
arly as far along in crea-
ting a professional mu-
seum without him.

| can't stress enough
that we have a professio-
nal, experienced architect
who works for a major
New York-based firm hel-
ping us in Hamtramck.
Marcus is a Hamtramc-
kan who has been active
in the community for ye-
ars, even though he lar-
gely is in New York. But
he has our community at
heart, and you can see
that every time you walk

into the museum.

It's that kind of spirit
that has made this mu-
seum a reality. When the
museum opened 10 ye-
ars ago | remember being
told by a local politician
that we would be bank-
rupt and closed in two
years. And he would have
been right, except that he
didn't take into account
the dedication of a host
of people who were de-
termined to make the mu-
seum successful.

| have to admit that so-
metimes even | am surp-
rised at the great support
we have received. But |
never stop appreciating
all that they have done
and continue to do. We
can hang a plaque a
museum wall thanking
Marcus and the others
who have helped us. But
the real tribute to their
efforts is the museum
itself. The museum will
outlast all of us.

And if it could, it too
would say Thank You.

(Mr. Kowalski is the
Executive Director of the
museum. The museum is
located at 9525 Jos. Cam-
pau. For more information,
go online to: http://ham-
tramckhistory.com)
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Odds & Ends

Reminder... The city
is giving its citizenry a
chance to weigh in on the
ambitious Hamtramck
Recreation District (HRD)
Plan.

Well, two chances, ac-
tually: the easiest way, by
far, is to attend an open
house on the matter, on
this Saturday, April 27,
from 2-5 p.m., at the Ki-
tab Café, 2727 Holbrook
Ave. (on the first block
west of Jos. Campau).

The other way is to go
online and take the sur-
vey at: hamtramckparks.
com.

The HRD is a proposal
to “radically transform
26 acres of under-utilized
open space, recreation
fields, and disconnected
historic sites into a com-
munity-invested, inclusi-
ve, and world-class park.”

The artist’s rendition
of the area looks quite
beautiful, the old historic
stadium separated from
what would be the new
“arena” area, with a half-
mile-long greenway path
connecting it all.

The plan was actually
developed in 2020, but
of course the pandemic
added time to its imp-
lementation schedule.
Feedback had also been
sought from the public at
that time, with 436 com-
munity members having
been engaged over a se-
ven-month stretch.

Five themes emerged
from that first feedback
session as most-impor-
tant to the respondents:
Care and attention for the
park; Safety throughout
the park; Space and prog-
rams for women; Visibi-
lity, branding and signage;
and the celebration of all
cultures through events
to be held there.

Helping hand... The
good folks at Detroit
Wayne Integrated Health
Network (DWIHN) are part
of the exciting NFL Draft
happening in downtown
Detroit.

They have set up res-
ponse teams with Detroit
police to deal with those
suffering a mental health
crisis.

“DWIHN is actively
playing our position by
providing critical supports
and services during such
an historic time in Det-
roit history and Detroit
sports,” said Eric Doeh,
DWIHN President and
CEOQ, in a press release.

Also DWIHN’s mobile

crisis units will be statio-
ned in hot spots like Ford
Field, and various hotels,
restaurants and bars.

DWIHN will be sprea-
ding the word of their ser-
vices to people attending
a number of other events
including “Party off Park,”
a three-day NFL Draft
party that the agency is
sponsoring, by raising
awareness and providing
access to services whi-
le attendees enjoy the
event.

DWIHN also joins a host
of community leaders and
organizations to honor
Wally Triplett, the first Af-
rican American drafted in
the National Football Le-
ague by the Detroit Lions
in 1949. DWIHN is spon-
soring the tribute event
happening today, Friday,
April 26, at Beatric Buck/
Paradise Valley Park.

“Trailblazers like Triplett
are why we are here doing
what we do, in sports and
in life,” said Doeh.

Federal assistance...
The Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) wants to give you
money. Maybe.

Reminders keep coming
in from the FEMA office
that they have extended
the deadline to apply for
federal monies to com-
pensate those who su-
ffered damage from the
severe storm outbreak of
Aug. 24-26, 2023.

That deadline is loo-
ming, with no guarantee
that it will be extended
again: As of right now, you
need to have your app-
lication in by Wednesday,
May 8, which is in less
than two weeks.

These monies may co-
ver home repair bills and
property losses, but also
bills that resulted from
needing to be re-homed,
whether temporarily,
long-term or permanent-
ly. Other disaster-related
needs may also qualify —
you won’t know for sure
until you ask.

To apply for disaster
assistance call FEMA at
(800) 621-3362.

NFL happenings... As
most of us have likely he-
ard by now, there’s a big
to-do in downtown Detroit
this weekend: the annual
NFL Draft.

Hundreds of thousands
of visitors are expected
to swarm here this wee-
kend, and that will mean
the closing of several

streets in downtown Det-
roit.

For some in Hamtramck
this might be an inconve-
nience. If you need to go
to the Wayne County Tre-
asurer’s office downtown
today, Friday, April 26, for-
get about it.

The office will be clo-
sed, but will be open
once again for business
on Monday.

In the meantime, enjoy
the festivities.

In the news... Accor-
ding to media reports, a
27-year-old man from Det-
roit was spotted driving a
stolen vehicle on 8 Mile
in Detroit when a Michi-
gan State Police helicop-
ter unit spotted him.

All of this was unbek-
nown to the suspect, and
he was seen going into
a fast food drive-in and
ordering a meal here in
Hamtramck.

Well, Michigan State
Troopers caught up with
him at the restaurant,
which was not named but
it had to be the only one
in town, Checker’s on Jos.
Campau on the southend.

The troopers were obli-
ging though. They allowed
the suspect to eat his
meal while he was being
detained, because, heck,
he already paid for it.

May we suggest a slight
change to the universal
police motto of “To Pro-
tect and Serve,” to now
be: “To Protect and Ser-
ve, and do you want some
fries with that order?”

Drug take back... Have
any unused or outdated
prescription drugs you
don’t need?

Whatever you do, don’t
throw them away or flush
then down the toilet.

Instead, The Hamtra-
mck Drug Free Commu-
nity Coalition (HDFCC),
and the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) and
the Hamtramck Police De-
partment, are sponsoring
the National Prescription
Take Back Day on Satur-

day, April 27.
We’'ll let the Hamtramck
Drug Free Community

Coalition fill in the details

“This initiative aims to
provide a safe and conve-
nient way for individuals
to dispose of their unu-
sed or expired medica-
tions, helping to prevent
misuse and abuse while
safeguarding the environ-
ment.

Continued on page 4

FUNERAL DIRECTORY

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home

MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-363-9600
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Continued from page 3

“Residents are encou-
raged to bring their
unwanted prescription
medications to the lobby
of the Hamtramck Police
Department on April 27.
A disposal box is avai-
lable to collect and pro-
perly dispose of all me-
dications in a secure and
confidential manner. This

event is free and anony-
mous, with no questions
asked.”

For more information
about National Prescrip-
tion Take Back go online
to: www.dea.gov/takebac-
kday, or contact HDFCC at
(313) 733-4535.

You can also visit the
website at: HamtramckD-

Place an Ad in
The Review Today

Call (313) 874-2100

John Ulaj

A HUD Certified

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
| Can Help... I buy properties in
| as-is condition for CASH!

.

HUD Certified | |

Commercial
Broker/Owner

Agent

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

Phone (313) 874-2100

' “City Hallnsider:::

By Charles Sercombe

The city council met on
March 26, and all council-
members were in atten-
dance.

A proclamation was read
in recognition of April being
Arab-American Heritage
Month. It went, in part:

“...Arab American He-
ritage  Month  provides
an opportunity to honor
and recognize the achie-
vements, resilience, and
diversity of Arab Ame-
ricans, highlighting their
positive impact on Ame-
rican society and their
enduring commitment to
the principles of equality,
justice, and democracy;
and the City of Hamtramck
is home to a vibrant Arab
American community, who-
se members have made
significant  contributions
to the city's cultural he-
ritage, economic vitality,
and civic engagement; and
Arab American Heritage
Month serves as a remin-
der of the importance of
embracing diversity, fos-
tering inclusion, and pro-
moting understanding and
appreciation of all cultures
within our society. ...”

Another proclamation
was also read in to the
record, and it was for
“Autism Awareness and
Acceptance.”

During public comment,
several residents comp-
lained about a hike they
received in property taxes.

One resident said he did
an extension of his hou-
se, resulting in his tax bill
went from $1,800 a year
to $6,500. He said the city
manager reduced that to
$5,000, but that is “still a
lot of money.”

Mayor Amer Ghalib said
that he has talked with
the city manager and city
assessor to adjust the
housing values “to make it
reasonable.”

Ghalib also noted that
he talked with officials in
Dearborn and Dearborn
Heights and that they are

experiencing the same is-
sue.

“You just don’t hear tho-
se complaints,” Ghalib
said.

Phill Kwik, a former city
councilmember, said that
a proposed city plan to cut
space into Veterans Park
to create diagonal parking
will require 3/5ths of voter
approval, per a city ordi-
nance requirement.

A few residents spoke
in favor of a proposal to
create Neighborhood En-
terprise Zones (NED) in
some areas of the city.
NEDs would greatly reduce
property taxes for new hou-
sing construction or reno-
vation of existing housing.

“This is going to be a
great benefit to the city,”
said one resident.

A Jos. Campau com-
mercial property owner
complained about her buil-
dings getting marred with
graffiti.

“It's a consistent prob-
lem,” she said. “It doesn’t
stop.”

Nasr Hussain questio-
ned how much revenue
the city's parking meters
generate.

Hassan Khan of Warren
complained about the de-
lay in charging a suspect
who assaulted a person
during a recent Banglades-
hi event in front of city hall.

He said a suspect was
arrested and released wit-
hout being charged.

It was explained to him,
and to several others in
the council chambers with
the same concern, that evi-
dence was turned over the
Wayne County’s Prosecu-
tor’'s Office, and that it's
up to the prosecutor to file
charges.

It was also explained
that the Prosecutor's Of
fice is greatly backlogged.

Later in the meeting,
Councilmember Abu Musa

Book giveaway

The Hamtramck Federa-
tion of Teachers are spon-
soring a free book fair
this Saturday, April 27,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Hamtramck Com-
munity Center, located at
11350 Charest.

There will be 10,000-
plus books that kids can
choose from. But come
early because it’s first-co-
me, first-serve.

Kids are limited to up to
five books to take home.
Parents and guardians
are welcome to choose
books for their child.

Educators and school
staff can also load up on
free books, and will be i
mited to 30 books each.
School and community
program staff must be
registered with First Book
to receive free books.

Registration for staff is
free and can be done at
the community center the
day of, or online at: www.
firstbook.org/aft.

What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

said the delay in charges
is making some believe
Hamtramck is no longer
a safe community. Musa
also said that there mig-
ht be a protest staged in
front of city hall.

It was again explained to
Musa that the matter is in
the hands of the Prosecu-
tor’s Office, and that there
is nothing the city can do
about the matter.

It was suggested that
a protest would be better
served if it was held in
front of the Prosecutor’'s
Office in Detroit.

Mayor Ghalib said the
matter involved a single
incident over a dispute
about politics.

Bill Meyer said the city
should print a notice for
residents that explain how
taxes work.

“It's a problem happe-
ning across the country,”
he said.

Regarding the new po-
lice chief, who is a Yeme-
ni-American, his hiring “will
make a big change” in the
city, said Meyer.

In new business, the
council approved an emp-
loyment contract with Jami-
el Altaheri, who will be the
city’s new chief of police.

He has been employed
with the New York City Po-
lice Department, and is an
“at will” employee here
in Hamtramck. Altaheer
will be paid a salary of
$118,000 per year.

Altaheer has not started
employment yet with the
city.

Moving on to an upda-
te on the city's budget,
City Controller Syef Hamir
Ahsan said the budget is
on track to meet earlier
projections.

Councilmember Moham-
med Hassan questioned
if there were any concerns
about projected revenues.

Ahsan said he over-esti-

There will also be fa-
mily-oriented activities
at the community cen-
ter, including a bounce
house, face painting, ice
cream and more.

For more information
email at: hft1052presi-
dent@gmail.com.

Health fair

On Wednesday, the high
school’'s Medical Explore-
rs Club co-hosted a free
community health fair

Friday, April 26, 2024

mated how much revenue
income tax would genera-
te, and that the city spent
$1 million more than
expected on alley repaving.

But other than that, the
city has a financial surplus,
he said.

The council agreed to
cancel the April 9 council
meeting in order to celeb-
rate the end of Ramadan.

A number of items were
given approval, which inclu-
ded:

Awarding a contract

for technology services
to VC3, worth about
$79,000.

+ Approving a grant cont-
ract with the Michigan De-
partment of Transportation
regarding the sidewalk and
alley repairs near Ham-
tramck City Hall, between
Evaline and Yemans. The
grant is worth $260,000.

+ OK’ing the purchase
of fire gear at a cost of
$17,589.

Approving the purc-
hase and installation of
cooling units and a heat
pump for the Department
of Public Services office.
The cost is $13,395.

Approving the purc-
hase of (45) M17 Sig
9mm Duty guns and (45)
SigM400 patrol rifles for
the Hamtramck Police De-
partment. The cost of this
purchase is $124,837,
which will be paid from the
department’s drug forfeitu-
re fund.

+ Also approving, for the
police department, the
purchase of portable ra-
dios, at a cost of $48,482,
which will also be paid
from the drug forfeiture
fund.

+ Approving the purcha-
se of a utility vehicle for
the Building Department,
at a cost of $25,649.

+ Allowing the city to sell
three lots -2237 Andrus,
2471 Faber, and 11332
Lumpkin - for $30,000,
to developers. The deve-
lopers are Dorota Maternia
and Andrew Kotlarz. They
plan to construct two-fa-
mily units on each lot.

that was also sponsored
by the Hamtramck Drug
Free Coalition, the Detroit
Wayne Integrated Health
Network and the HPS

District.
The fair offered health
information, mental

health services and other
community resources.

Participants also were
invited to drop off unused
or expired prescriptions
so they could be safely
disposed.

Hamtramck High School students in the Medical Ex-
plorers Club recently hosted a health fair at the Com-
munity Center.
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

Apartment for rent, 1 bed-
room, living room, Kkitch-
en, full bathroom, washer,
dryer, fridge, stove, heat
and water included. Good
for 1 or 2 adults, no pets,

no children under 12
years old. Please call for
more information, 313-
896-6705. 5/3

b
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i1l |
ROOM FOR RENT

5 bedroom, dining, living,
kitchen, full basement,
2 full bathrooms, in front
of school. Fully renovated
2 years ago, plumbing,
electric, siding, new roof,
13472 Eureka, 48212,
313-303-3460. 5/10

HOUSE
FOR SALE

Place an
Ad in
The Review

Today
Call
(313) 874-2100

Advertisers should check their
ad following first publication.
The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an
ad, for a typographic error or
errors in publication except to
the extent of the cost of the ad
for the first day’s insertion. Ad-
justments for errors is limited
to the cost of that portion of the
ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified
advertisement.
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Hamtramck Public TV-19

Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area
and on YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Public Library)

What’s on this coming week?
Public Service Announcements,

Special program at Bank Suey, Music programs
ESL Classes for the 2023-24 school year
Local events, Library programs, E-Sports

Interviews, Council meeting highlights,
Evenings with authors, and more.....

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER: If you know how to
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a
news story, to be aired the same day. Send in event
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you
want to share with the community, etc.

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from
Hamtramck Public Library
On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public
TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV”
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV:
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live

To place community announcement
call the Library at 313-733-6822
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com
Announcements submitted by 10 am

Will go on air the same day (evening)
To send large video files (TINYurl.com/hamtramcktv)

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

e Boilers

Ask for Details

AsE

We Repair & Install
e Furnaces

¢ Air Conditioners

¢ Licensed & Insured
£2 Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

Tyt

Heating & Cooling Systems

WHATEVER
IT TAKES.

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964
11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

PAINTING

Free Estimates

IN"VINCE'ABLE PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing
Painting and Drywall Repair

Vince

586-838-7598

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior ¢ Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
» Sidings & Gutters « Chimney Work ¢« Porches
Ask for Frank

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-491
FREE
ESTIMATES

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

12/31/23

Celebrating
54 Years of
Service!

(313)371-3766

(586) 649-6300
% Fast Same Day Service %

i Heating L 1109
TEE ) 12%DISCOUNT

Call - - ;
Cleaning & Repairs Extra 71 Air Conditioning or Sewer CI?amng Job,
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 1 Installation or Repair.
Expires 5-31-24. ! Not valid with any other offer.

Furnaces, Drain 40 Gallon Hot
Boilers, | Cleaning § ‘VaterTank
Heating, : Starting at $
Sewer & Drain 2 2 5 1 495
C1eaning [ ucocummescins. § uogmes oo

With coupon. Expires 5-31-24, With coupon. Expires 5-31-24.

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
= www.HeaneyPlumbing.com &

Excavating - Sinks - Faucets
i - Air Conditioners
+ Hydro-Jetters - Laundry Tubs
+ Sump Pumps

Service « Installation « Repairs

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969 - Licensed & Insured

Phone (313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers April 16-22.

Tuesday, April 16

- At 2 a.m., two sus-
pects were arrested in
the 12000 block of Self-
ridge for assault.

At 5 a.m., family
trouble was reported in
the 12000 block of Sel-
fridge.

Customer trouble
was reported at a busi-
ness in the 2000 block
of Caniff.

A complaint was
made about an animal in
the area of Klinger and
Carpenter.

Following a traffic
stop at Chrysler Dr. and
Caniff, a woman was ar-
rested for being wanted
on a felony warrant on
the charge of carrying a
concealed weapon.

- An auto was report-
ed stolen in the 2300
block of Commor.

- A break-in was re-
ported in the 2200 block
of Bernard.

Wednesday, April 17

- A break-in was re-
ported in the 1900 block
of Trowbridge.

Property was dam-
aged in an accident on
Falcon.

An illegal dumping
was reported on Roos-
evelt.

- An assault was re-
ported on Caniff.

- An incident of fraud
was reported on Conant.

- A theft was report-
ed in the 3800 block of
Trowbridge.

- A fight was reported
in the area of Commor
and Nagel.

- A theft was reported
in the area of 2000 Can-
iff.

- A male and juvenile
female were arrested in
the 12000 block of De-
quindre for assault and
home invasion.

Thursday, April 18

Gunshots were re-
ported in the 12000
block of Dequindre.

- An incident of fraud
was reported on Jos.
Campau.

A hit-and-run acci-
dent was reported in the
9300 block of Jos. Cam-
pau.

- An assault was re-
ported in the 9600 block
of Lumpkin.

A hit-and-run acci-
dent happened in the
12000 block of Jos.
Campau.

- A fight was reported
in the 12000 block of
Dequindre.

Friday, April 19

A noise complaint
was made in the 2600
block of Carpenter.

A man attacked a

garbage truck in the
area of Jos. Campau and
Caniff. The suspect was
taken to a hospital for
treatment.

+ An assault was re-
ported in the 5100 block
of Belmont.

+ Thefts were report-
ed in the 3400 block of
Evaline, and in the 3000
block of Hanley.

Saturday, April 20

A female suspect
was arrested in the
12000 block of Selfridge
for domestic assault.

A hit-and-run acci-
dent happened in the
area of Jos. Campau and
Danforth.

Sunday, April 21

- At12:30a.m.,acom-
plaint was made about a
disorderly customer at
a business in the 9800
block of Conant.

+ A theft was report-
ed in the 9800 block of
Winfield.

- At about 5 a.m., of-
ficers responding to a
call in the 9200 block of
Conant about a break-in
observed several sus-
pects who were fleeing
from the scene.

A break-in was re-
ported on Grand Haven.

A person found a
gun on Caniff and report-
ed it. Officers retrieved
the weapon.

A complaint was
made about a juvenile
in the 2200 block of An-
drus.

Officers investigat-
ing family trouble in the
3800 block of Trowbridge
arrested a juvenile for
domestic assault.

Monday, April 22

« At about 12:30 a.m.,
a disturbance was re-
ported in the 12000
block of Oklahoma.

Customer trouble
was reported at a busi-
ness in the 2000 block
of Caniff.

« At 1:30 a.m., officers
attempted to pull over a
silver motorcycle with no
license plate, but the rid-
er sped off.

A complaint was
made about a juvenile
in the area of Gallagher
and Jacob.

Family trouble was
reported in the 12000
block of Oklahoma.

A hit-and-run acci-
dent was reported at
Jos. Campau and Nor-
walk.

Subject: name change of Haima
Hammam Saleh to Haima Al Najar

DOB: August 5, 2019
We the undersigned are requesting
that the name Haima Hammam
Al Najar be changed to Haima Al Najar.

Thank you
Hamman Mosed M. Saleh
Basmah Abdlkarim Saleh Ali Al-Najar
April 26, 2024
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Phitbzaaries

The sound of breaking
glass at St. Florian Parish

By Charles Sercombe

An old crime trend re-
ared its head Friday nig-
ht.

Someone smashed out
about a dozen windows
at the former St. Florian
school on Poland.

While property damage
is still ongoing, and com-
mon, in the city, the act
of smashing out windows
doesn’t happen too of-
ten. It used to be that a
suspect would go down a
block and smash out car
windows.

Those motives often
range from looking for
items to steal, or even
to steal the car itself, to
doing it just for kicks.

As of now, the police
department is still inves-
tigating the matter.

The pastor of St. Flo-
rian, Fr. Tomasz Pietrzak,
didn’t have much to say
about the matter, other
than calling the situation
“very sad.”

Pietrzak said he has
not determined the cost
of replacing the windows,
most of which have been
bordered up.

Although there is no
good time for such a
thing to happen, the pa-
rish is getting ready to
host its annual Straw-
berry Festival on May
4-5, when thousands
of parishioners, former
students and friends will
be attending to dine on
home-cooked Polish din-
ners, dance to polkas
and enjoy each other’s

company.
With the return of war-
mer weather, crimes

like this tend to return,
along with a few other
weather related trends.

'PROUD T0 BE LOCAL

A vandal smashed out about a dozen windows Friday
night at St. Florian Parish.

This past week, there
were numerous comp-
laints about noise in
town, although the exact
nature of the noise is ne-
ver explained in a police
Iog But it could include:

+ Loud music

+ Loud people

+ Kids making a ruckus

+ Dogs barking

+ Loud cars

Anyone who has Ii-
ved in Hamtramck for
a certain length of time
also knows that there
is usually a neighbor-
hood crank on your block
who can’t stand to hear
anything fun - or otherwi-
se — going on.

If there is anyone new
to city living - where peo-
ple live in houses that
are just a few feet apart
- get used to it. You are
going to hear a lot of ple-
asant and unpleasant
things.

The daily incident re-
ports also never go into
detail about what police
officers do about the
complaints. But, every
once and awhile, there is
an arrest made in such a
matter.

Also, with more people
outside, there is always
an increased chance that
some hot heads will get
into fights.

This past week, there
were several separate
complaints about as-
saults, gunshots, family
trouble, and even a home
invasion - all happening
in the 12000 block of
Selfridge.

That block contains the
Col. Hamtramck housing
project, which has long
been a source of various
kinds of trouble.

The Hamtramck Hou-
sing agency has a stern
policy, however, of kicking
out troublemakers fast.

Rounding out the week
were a number of re-
ported thefts, which, in
warmer weather, usual-
ly translates to people
stealing things out of ga-
rages, or from backyards;
or, of course, the return
of porch pirates stealing
packages.

We've known people
who have had to chain
down their AC units and
their barbecue grills after
being repeatedly hit by
these bandits.

Sometimes, that’s just
part of city living.

Sat. May 18, 2024

5K.....

HAMTRAMCK HEALTH HIKE 2024
First 400 People

9:30 AM START

Grand Marshal - Anne Moise

Zussman Park/Winfield Park
(in front of Hamtramck City Hall)

3401 EVALINE, Hamtramck Ml

All Ages Welcome!

Register now for FREE:
https://tinyurl.com/HealthHike

or scan QR Code

EeEe [Eat?

||||||||

Follow updates at HamtramckDrugFree.com
or FB.com/HamtramckDrugFree

Get FREE:
-T-Shirt
-Face Painting

-Inflatable Slide Rides
-Raffle for Prizes

-Narcan

CENSIER
Christine
bl Censier, 77,
| died April 23,
| 2024. She
| was the daug-
hter of the

late Francis and Rita Cen-
sier and sister of Alice.
She is also survived by
her long-time loving friend

Gerald Kaminski.

Christine was the Vice
President of Peoples Sta-
te Bank.

Visitation is Friday Ap-
ril 26, 2024, from 1 - 9
p.m. at Jurkiewicz & Wilk
Funeral Home, 2396
Caniff, Hamtramck MI
48212. The funeral ser-
vice is Saturday April 27,

Friday, April 26, 2024

2024, lying in state at 10
a.m. until the time of the
funeral Mass at 11 a.m.
at Holy Cross Polish Na-
tional Catholic Church,
2311 Pulaski, Hamtra-
mck Ml 48212. Inter-
ment will be at Roseland
Park Cemetery, Berkley
M.

Place an Ad in

The Review Today
Call
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2 FLOORS! 2 BARS!
4 BARTENDERS!

LAT

HOSTED BY DJEXTRAQORDINAIRE JOTOWN

WEAR YOUR DANCING SHOES & LEOPARD PRINT!
NEW WAVE & 80'S POP! DANCING!
DRINK SPECIALS! 50/50 RAFFLES! ALL NIGHT LONGIF

Friday, May 31st 4pm-224)
PLAV POST #10

| 11824 JOSEPH CAMPAU HAMTRAMCK

Pizzaiand snacks by Amicci's of Hamtramck. Cake and cupcakes for all
Please join us for a special night celebrating Mike!




